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We are committed fully to maintaining and enhancing our reputation and, 
in doing so, to providing our talented boys with a world class education 
in the very broadest sense. 

Every new era brings fresh challenges and opportunities and we wish 
to provide even richer educational experiences in order to prepare our 
boys inventively for the fast changing world in which they will continue 
their learning adventure. 

We believe that the inspiring vision for the Senior School outlined in this 
document will have a major impact on our provision across the whole 
School. I hope that, having read about our plans in more detail, you will 
wish to join us in creating the environment which will allow us to deliver 
our teaching and learning aspirations. 

FOREWORD

...every effort is 
made to build 
on the boys’ 
intellectual 
curiosity and 
to stimulate 
a culture 
of analysis, 
debate and 
scholarship...
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The Hall attracts and retains the best teachers. However the 
physical environment of the school has become outmoded in 
terms of facilities and efficiencies and is hampering the teachers’ 
modern teaching methods. The piecemeal evolution of the facilities 
since the 19th century means that there is currently insufficient 
space and amenities for teachers to bring out the best in all of our 
boys all of the time.  

Many of the classrooms currently do not have the space to enable 
collaborative learning activities away from the pupils’ desks.  

The Hall teachers have always delighted in offering breadth 
of learning through a co-curriculum of drama, music and sport. 
However currently these have to compete for space with 
assemblies, lectures and debates. Synchronising so many activities 
so tightly within the school day is demanding and time consuming.

Notably at break times there is limited space for those boys who 
prefer quiet spaces to pursue more low key activities than the 
rough and tumble games of The Yard.

We need room to breathe and learn.We need room to breathe and learn.

The Board of Governors has committed to a programme  
of investment to meet the school’s future requirements.  
We believe a new building will transform the teaching  
and learning of The Hall for the future.

ASPIRATIONS

SPACE TO SOAR

The school has a reputation for academic excellence, 
enabled through a nurturing and stimulating 
environment that fosters a lifelong love of learning. 
Ours is a happy, secure and energetic community 
in which every boy is valued. We support the 
development of self-confidence, a sense of social 
responsibility and mutual respect.

Boys are not over-bound by exam requirements 
and emphasis is placed upon learning and acquiring 
knowledge for their own intrinsic value. Boys are 
encouraged to be open-minded, inquisitive and to 
articulate their own thoughts and ideas. Every effort is 
made to build on the boys’ intellectual curiosity and to 
stimulate a culture of analysis, debate and scholarship.

The broader context is important too if our boys are to 
develop understanding of and empathy for the diverse 
cultures, religions and traditions that are representative 
of The Hall. Interests outside the academic classroom 
are nurtured and co-curricular activities complement 
the breadth of choice, increasing opportunities for 
teamwork and community. The Hall deserves its 
reputation for providing exceptional cultural, artistic, 
musical and sporting opportunities.

OUR VISION
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An atrium at the hub of the 
school, into which daylight 
will cascade, giving us both 
space and light

A substantially improved 
Senior School entrance and 
foyer from street level

Floors rationalised around 
the atrium, enabling people 
to move around the Senior 
School more freely and 
intuitively

ROOM TO BREATHE

Larger classrooms offering 
space for boys to be 
more active, inspired 
and expressive, so 
complementing the teaching 
excellence

Advanced specialist teaching 
spaces for Science, Art, DT 
and Computing

Our architects have planned for a transformational building. This will provide:

A multi-purpose hall 
for Sport, Music and 
Drama

Flexible spaces for 
exhibitions, meetings 
and performances
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In January 2018 we received planning permission to enable our  
Space to Soar ambitions to:

Demolish and rebuild the Centenary Building

Remodel the Wathen Hall into a multi-purpose complex comprising a modern  
sports hall and add an additional level 

Create larger classrooms within the remodelled Centenary and original buildings

Create specialist teaching spaces for Art, DT, Computing, Science, Pottery,  
Music and a Library

PROJECT UPDATE

In February 2019 planning permission was submitted in light of 
the evolving requirements and modifications in the design.
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SPACE TO SOAR
NEW 

SPORTS AND 
MULTI-

PURPOSE 
HALL

NEW 
SPECIALIST 
AREAS FOR 

SCIENCE, DESIGN 
TECHNOLOGY,  

ART AND 
COMPUTING

INCREASE IN 
LARGE GENERAL 

TEACHING 
ROOMS 

TO 16 FROM THE 
CURRENT 12 

CLASSROOMS OF 
VARIED SIZE

TOTAL 
INCREASE IN 

WINDOWS AND 
EXTERNAL 

GLAZING OF 
270M2CLASSROOM 

SPACE 
INCREASES 

BY 219M2

THE SENIOR 
SCHOOL 

BUILDING 
INCREASES 

IN SIZE FROM 
3060M2 TO 

3,985M2  

INTRODUCTION 
OF A RANGE 
OF ENERGY 

SAVING FEATURES 
INCLUDING 

SOLAR 
PANELS

75M2 MORE 
BREAKOUT 

SPACE ALLIED 
TO SPECIFIC 

DEPARTMENTS

CREATION 
OF A 

CENTRAL 
ATRIUM 

AS A PUBLIC 
SPACE

NEW 
PRINCIPAL 

ENTRANCE AND 
RECEPTION 
AREA WITH 

LEVEL ACCESS 
FROM THE 

STREET
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...larger classrooms with 
modern IT provision will 
provide the space for 
boys to be more active, 
inspired and expressive...

A programme has been planned for the demolition and construction phases to minimise 
disruption to boys, parents, teachers and local residents. The Headmaster and teachers 
are absolutely committed to ensuring that there must be no deterioration in the quality of 
educational experience provided to our boys throughout the building programme.

We are aiming to avoid the disruption of off-site relocation during the build process by 
utilising the original Senior School building, the Middle School building and a range of 
temporary accommodation on the school estate. 

NEXT THREE YEARS 

FINAL APPROVAL 
TO PROCEED WITH 

CONSTRUCTION

START TEMPORARY 
ACCOMMODATION 

SET UP

DEMOLITION 
& ENABLING 

WORKS

MAIN 
CONSTRUCTION 

PERIOD

START FIT-OUT OF 
EQUIPMENT AND 

PHASED RELOCATION

GRAND 
OPENING

FEBRUARY 

2020
MARCH 

2020
JULY 

2020
NOVEMBER 

2020
FEBRUARY 

2022
MARCH - MAY 

2022
SEPTEMBER 

2022
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£14M
FUNDING THE PROJECT

FUNDRAISING 
APPEAL 

£4m

RESERVES 
& SURPLUS 

£4m

BANK 
FINANCE

£6M

Our development plan is ambitious, but we know 
it will create an environment to ensure The Hall 
remains at the forefront of prep school education 
well into the 21st Century. Vitally it will provide a 
better learning experience, which can only help all 
boys to reach their full potential.

The total Space to Soar project 
will cost £14 million. In order to 
help fund this, the school is re-investing its modest 
reserves and annual surplus for at least the next 
5 years and drawing on bank loans. These two 
internal sources of funding combined will fund the 
majority of the development.  

The Fundraising Appeal has 
raised approximately £3 
million in actual donations and pledges, so 
we have a little way to go. Any support you feel 
able to commit would be very welcome.

HOW TO SUPPORT



THE PLANS AND DETAILS ABOUT THE PROJECT 
ARE AVAILABLE TO VIEW ON OUR WEBSITE.

If you would like to know more about the fundraising campaign, please contact 

development@hallschool.co.uk

020 7449 1835

SPACE TO SOAR

The Hall School 23, Crossfield Road, London, NW3 4NU. Registered Charity Number 312722


