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The atmosphere of 
inclusive, purposeful 
music-making in the 
School is greatly 
respected, and the 
majority of boys 
choose to become 
involved in the 
wider musical life of 
the School as well 
as in weekly class 
lessons. 
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MUSIC AT THE HALL

There is a vibrant and thriving musical environment and 
community at The Hall, which is extremely well supported by 
boys, parents, staff and school governors. The atmosphere 
of inclusive, purposeful music-making in the School is greatly 
respected, and the majority of boys choose to become involved 
in the wider musical life of the School as well as in weekly class 
lessons. Instrumental and vocal tuition is first-class, delivered by 
visiting professionals, and there is a comprehensive programme 
of ensembles that supports curriculum work. Many of the high-
profile events during the school year have music at their core, 
and there are correspondingly impressive standards achieved 
and expected at all levels. 

THE IMPORTANCE OF LEARNING  
      AN INSTRUMENT

One of the principles of learning and teaching at The Hall is to 
provide a broad curriculum that will develop and nurture the 
whole child. The main objective for this is to steer away from 
a focus on narrowly defined academic achievement to one 
that encompasses a broader definition of accountability. The 
Music School plays a vital part in fulfilling this philosophy. The 
importance and benefits of learning an instrument and performing 
with other musicians is a very topical issue, and enjoys a great 
deal of attention in research and publications in the public 
domain.
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JUNIOR SCHOOL MUSIC 
      CURRICULUM

During class music lessons boys in Reception 
learn about all of the orchestral instruments 
that they can learn at The Hall. They also 
have small group taster sessions on various 
instruments.

From Year 1 onwards, boys will have an 
opportunity to learn an instrument at school. 
They can choose between piano, string 
instruments (violin, viola, cello, double bass)(violin, viola, cello, double bass), or 
woodwind, (flute, oboe, clarinet and bassoon). (flute, oboe, clarinet and bassoon). 
Boys who opt for woodwind tuition start on 
recorder if they are not big enough to handle 
the physical demands of the large instrument.

Boys learn the recorder as part of the 
music curriculum in Years 2 and 3. Brass 
tuition normally starts in Year 3 due to the 
physical demands of the instrument however, 
exceptions can be made on an individual 
basis.

Year 2 and 3 have one instrumental concert 
each term. Year 1 boys have an instrumental 
concert in both the spring and summer terms. 
Boys will gain experience in how to introduce 
themselves, play their piece and acknowledge 
applause afterwards. This is a very friendly 
and supportive forum to introduce boys to 
the world of performing. Parents are warmly 
invited and encouraged to attend these 
concerts. Boys learning instruments externally 
are also encouraged to perform in these 
concerts.

All string or woodwind/brass players in Year 
2 and 3 (minimum standard applies) are 
invited to join either the Junior School String 
Orchestra or Band. Rehearsals take place 
during play time after lunch. The orchestra 
and band regularly perform during important 
school events (including the prestigious Gala 
Concert performed at St John’s Smith Square) 
and will also be recorded in the new music 
technology studio in the Senior School. Boys 
in Year 3 can audition for the Junior School 
Choir.



INSTRUMENTS

We offer tuition in the following 
instruments and subjects:

FluteFlute
Recorder   Recorder   
OboeOboe
Clarinet  Clarinet  
SaxophoneSaxophone (Year 4-8)    
BassoonBassoon
TrumpetTrumpet
French Horn   French Horn   
TromboneTrombone
Tuba   Tuba   
Drums and Percussion Drums and Percussion (Year 4-8)
ViolinViolin
ViolaViola
Cello    Cello    
Double Bass   Double Bass   
Acoustic Guitar Acoustic Guitar (Year 4-8)    
Electric Guitar Electric Guitar (Year 4-8)    
Piano    Piano    
Jazz Piano Jazz Piano (Year 6-8)  
Singing Singing (Year 4-8)
Bass Guitar  Bass Guitar  
Music Technology Music Technology (Year 6-8)
JazzJazz (Year 6-8)

MUSIC DEPARTMENT 2019-2020        5



Boys will learn 
about the 
fascinating world 
of film music, and 
will compose a 
soundtrack for their 
own script. 
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CLASS MUSIC CURRICULUM

A highly competitive and specialised instrumental training 
programme covers an enormous range of musical ability and 
standards. The class music curriculum has been developed to 
provide for and enhance the learning experience of all our boys, 
regardless of the standard of their musical achievement. Highlights 
from the curriculum include the following:

YEAR 4 The elements of music and basic music theory, 
instruments of the orchestra and an all-inclusive topic on what 
you need to know about musicals! This is enriched with numerous 
practical lessons and singing.

YEAR 5 The four major periods in the history of western 
classical music (Baroque, Classical, Romantic and Modern), (Baroque, Classical, Romantic and Modern), 
enriched with practical keyboard investigation and singing. 
In addition to the exploration of the life and works of several 
composers, boys will also discover dimensions of the art, 
architecture and inventions during these eras. 

YEAR 6 World Music, including the culture, customs and 
music-making of countries from at least five continents. This will 
be followed by a study of the history of Jazz and Blues, from its 
humble beginnings with the Ragtime of Scott Joplin, through the 
Big Band and Swing Eras, up to the Be-Bop and influences in 
Blues and Rock and Roll. This will culminate in a practical keyboard 
module, followed by a unit on some of London’s most desired and 
diverse music venues.

YEAR 7 An overview of the development of the Rock style 
over the last 50 years, from Chuck Berry through to the stars of 
Rock music today. A full term will be dedicated to an introduction 
to musical composition, followed by a module on theatre craft and 
theatre technology. 

YEAR 8 The majority of time in Year 8 will be spent on 
music technology. Boys will have the opportunity to benefit from 
the knowledge of a highly experienced music technologist. Weekly 
lessons will take place in our excellent music technology studio 
where boys will be able to learn about the art of recording. By the 
end of Year 8, boys will also have an extensive knowledge of the 
use of music software (especially Sibelius) to prepare them for the 
rigours of music at GCSE and A-level. Boys will also learn about 
the fascinating world of film music, and the importance of rhythm in 
music.
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ORCHESTRAS AND ENSEMBLES

Apart from the 16 string quartets, there is a range of Orchestras 
and Ensembles to join in the Middle and Senior Schools:

MIDDLE SCHOOL SENIOR SCHOOL

Training Band Concert Band

Middle School String 
Orchestra

Chamber Orchestra

Saxophone Group Symphony Orchestra

Clarinet Group Saxophone Group

Double Reed Group 
(oboe and bassoon)

Clarinet Group

Percussion Group
Double Reed Group 
(oboe and bassoon)

Brass Group
Percussion Groups 

(one per year group)

Electric Guitar Group Brass Quartet

Piano Duets/Trios Wind Quintet

7 String Quartets Flute Group

Electric Guitar Groups 

Jazz Bands (one per year group)

Barbershop Ensemble

Piano Duets/Trios

9 String Quartets

Symphonic Band (MS & SS)
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STRING ENSEMBLES

The string department at The Hall has long recognised the 
importance of chamber music as part of the boys’ musical training, 
alongside their solo and orchestral work. Chamber music, where 
the boys play in small groups without a conductor, helps develop 
an individual’s playing, although within the context of a small 
team in which members are very reliant on each other to achieve 
a cohesive, polished performance. It requires the confidence, 
sound and preparation of a solo performance, but places this 
within a social musical context. It is the perfect combination of 
solo and team player.

We currently have 16 string chamber groups ranging from Grade 
2 up to Grade 8. The reason we start at Grade 2 level is to enable 
the boys to develop technical and musical skills that allow them to 
feel confident about their individual playing so they can listen and 
respond to the other players around them. Generally, the boys will 
be assigned to a group in Year 4 or 5 depending on their level of 
attainment, but they may start later if they take up an instrument at 
a later stage. We also appoint woodwind wind players or pianists 
to be part of the smaller chamber groups for certain events 
throughout the year on an ad hoc basis.
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CHAPEL CHOIR

The Chapel Choir is an auditioned group of boys selected from 
Years 4 to 8. They rehearse twice a week and have numerous 
internal and external commitments each term.

As well as leading the worship at our numerous school services 
– the Start and End of Year Services, Remembrance Day, Carol 
Service and Ash Wednesday – the Chapel ChoirChapel Choir sings choral 
evensong in major churches and cathedrals in and around 
London, and also performs a major work annually.

When the Chapel Choir sings externally, it is supported by 
professional altos, tenors and basses, enabling the boys to 
perform a wide range of ‘cathedral’ – style repertoire. Over the 
last few years, the Choir has sung choral evensong in St Paul’s 
Cathedral, Eton College Chapel, St Alban’s Cathedral, Southwark 
Cathedral and most recently at St George’s Chapel, Windsor.

CONCERTS, COMPETITIONS, FESTIVALS AND  
     OTHER MUSICAL EVENTS

The Music School is responsible for putting together a varied 
programme of concerts and musical events throughout the 
academic year:

PUPILS’ INFORMAL CONCERTS (PICs)
Regular informal concerts are presented each term. Boys will be 
advised by their teachers when they are ready to perform. It is 
recommended that Senior School boys play at a minimum of two 
concerts per year, and Middle School boys at a minimum of one 
concert per year. Boys entered for music examinations will be 
playing at more concerts as part of their preparations.  
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SENIOR AND MIDDLE SCHOOL CONCERTS (AUTUMN 
AND SPRING TERM RESPECTIVELY) 
This concert is primarily for orchestras and music groups in the 
specific divisions of the school. Teachers responsible for the 
groups will sign them up and sufficient notice to parents will be 
given through the Music School’s weekly newsletter.  

THE HALL OUTSTANDING MUSICIAN
This annual individual music competition takes place towards the 
end of the Autumn Term. All boys are encouraged to participate 
and earn points for their houses. 

The overall winner in the Senior School receives as a prize, the 
opportunity to record professionally in our Music Technology 
studio. 

CHAMBER MUSIC FESTIVAL
The Chamber Music Festival takes place during the Summer 
Term. All the string ensembles, as well as the Senior School 
Brass Quartet and Wind Quintet, participate in this prestigious 
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event where they have master classes with an external chamber 
music specialist. The Festival is concluded with a concert that 
celebrates this extraordinary tradition at the school. 

CLASS CONCERTS
All boys in Years 4, 5 and 6 will have the opportunity to play a 
piece in the termly class concerts. This is a very informal and 
friendly environment for boys to try out their examination pieces 
or alternatively play and participate for their own pleasure. 
Parents are invited and encouraged to come along to these 
events that normally take place during the penultimate week of 
term. 

MUSIC SCHOLARS’ INFORMAL CONCERT
This concert is held in the first part of the Spring Term and is 
the final chance for prospective music scholars to perform their 
pieces before their scholarship auditions towards the end of 
January. Boys will also receive feedback and final advice from the 
music staff.

THE BIG SING
The Big Sing combines communal singing around the yearly 
theme, alongside a very competitive house singing competition! 

JAZZ CONCERT
During the Spring/Summer Term, parents, staff and pupils come 
happily together as an audience for the annual Jazz Concert 
in the iconic Pizza Express live jazz venue in Soho. All the Jazz 
Bands, as well as some of the percussion groups, perform 
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together with the dedicated Jazz 
staff. This is a concert not to be 
missed! 

CAROL SERVICE
The Carol Service is one of the 
Chapel Choir’s highlights every 
year. Joined by professional 
singers, the Chapel Choir leads 
the congregation in some very 
fine hymn-singing and solo items 
during the School’s annual carol 
service.

MUSIC EXAMINATIONS
External Music Examinations 
through the Associated Board of 
the Royal Schools of Music (piano, 
voice and orchestral instruments), 
Trinity and Guildhall (drum kit) and 
the Registry of Guitar Teachers 
(rock guitar) are organised 
throughout the year. 

BAND NIGHT
For the past six years, the Parents’ 
Association and the Music School 
have joined forces to put together 
our very own ‘Glastonbury’ style 
event. Boys in Year 7 and 8 will 
have time during the last part of 
the Summer Term’s class music 
lessons to form and rehearse 
bands. 
  
GALA CONCERT
The Gala Concert normally takes 
place during the Spring Term in 
famous venues such as St. John’s 
Smith Square, Cadogan Hall 
or the Royal Festival Hall. The 
main objective of this concert is 
to celebrate and showcase the 
musical talent across all three 
schools at The Hall. A variety of 
music groups, string ensembles 
and orchestras will be selected to 
participate in one of the highlights 
in the school’s music calendar.
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MUSIC TECHNOLOGY

Music technology is becoming increasingly important for anyone 
who plays an instrument. On top of mastering an instrument, 
knowledge of music software and hardware is becoming more 
and more important. Not that long ago, a recording studio was 
run by specialists wearing white laboratory coats trying to make 
all the analogue equipment and reel-to-reel tape machines work. 
With the advent of digital equipment, music technology is now 
much more accessible to everyone, and the white laboratory 
coats are optional! 

The Hall School StudioThe Hall School Studio is shaped specifically to the school’s 
needs. We can record ensembles or soloists, teach digitally 
programmed music, record speeches, presentations and plays, 
create multi-media for the School’s website, produce CDs and 
DVDs of school performances, edit location recordings from any 
concert venue, and produce interactive accompaniments for 
music lessons. All of these are recorded, mixed and edited in a 
controlled, professional-standard environment.

The Hall has a Music School that is inclusive, successful and 
creative. There are a great number of boys who play instruments 
and take part in ensembles. The studio also means all these 
boys could have a recording of their performances and can 
take advantage of the interactive benefits. However, a studio 
also brings in other pupils who play no instrument, particularly 
those with interests in computers and technology. This enables 
collaboration between differently talented boys, thus expanding 
the areas of expertise of all of them. 

The studio is located in the heart of the Music School. There 
is a custom-designed, acoustically treated control room and 
two separate performance spaces. All spaces are linked 
and performances are captured using the school’s bespoke 
microphone collection, class A microphone amps and the very 
latest digital technology. The teaching of editing and mixing, 
using both software and classic hardware,is also a feature of the 
school’s new state-of-the-art music technology suite.
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MUSIC TOURS

An international music tour is organised for boys in the Senior 
School and will be held once every three years. Three successful 
music tours to South AfricaSouth Africa took place in 2013, 2016 and 2019. 
During these tours boys raised a record amount of money which 
enabled the acquisition of a full set of African marimbas as well 
as the building of a specialised music classroom in Pretoria. We 
also raised a record amount of £60.000 in 2019 to purchase 
a property for a Music School in Mamelodi, a township east of 
Pretoria. The Tour itinerary normally includes various concerts and 
performances, visits to schools, interaction with local musicians, 
learning of new musical skills (including African drumming), safaris 
and visits to important landmarks and places of historical interest.
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