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In January 2018 The Hall gained planning permission for the demolition of 
the Centenary Building and Wathen Hall at the 23 Crossfield Road site (which 
houses the Senior School) and replacement with a four storey building with 
glazed link and two storey rear wing extension.

In the months since the Council’s decision, there have been several 
developments which we wish to share with the resident and community groups 
located in the vicinity of the school.

The planning committee were very supportive of the aspirations of the school 
to comprehensively modernise this site ensuring it is suitable for 21st Century 
teaching and learning methods. Upgrading the current site will secure the long 
term future of the school in Hampstead.

The planning requirements associated with the granting of permission 
(including Section 106 stipulations) were completed soon after the January 
Planning Meeting. We then went on to produce a detailed cost analysis of the 
scheme and schedule a timeline for the building works, as we explored the 
possibility of remaining on site during construction.

The result is a refined design which is of 
reduced overall mass. This will entail a 
shorter time to construct and have a positive 
influence on the Construction Management 
plan. The Hall’s governing body approved 

the reduced scheme in October 2018 and a pre-app meeting has been held.

The next step is for the school to submit a minor material amendment (to the 
granted Planning Permission) to Camden Council which we intend to do in 
February 2019 with a target date for starting the demolition of the Centenary 
Building in July 2020.

PROGRESS SINCE JANUARY 2018

Within the original brief for the development there were six key spatial 
principles which will still be achieved in the revised scheme:

An improved principal entrance and 
reception area to the School

More and appropriately-sized 
classrooms designed with inherent 
flexibility to accommodate 
contemporary teaching practices 
and class furniture 

Creation of break-out spaces allied 
to the teaching spaces

The provision of a modern 
sports & multi-purpose hall

Level access including better 
entry from street level

Flexible studio & drama space 
that can be used for public 
gatherings and exhibitions
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