
 

 

 

17th March 2020 

 

Dear Parents 

I am writing to update you on the COVID-19 situation, which has evolved rapidly, and I would like to 

thank you for your patience and understanding as we try to manage the school in a very difficult 

environment for pupils, parents and staff. 

Throughout the day I have been discussing with the senior staff and the Chair of Governors the 

current position in relation to keeping the school open and we have decided to close the school 

effective from the end of the day on Wednesday 18th March. 

We have followed government guidance and tried to keep the school open as long as possible but 

we are now faced with unprecedented levels of staff and pupil absences due to self-isolation or 

withdrawals due to concerns about risks to family and relatives. The implications of the latest 

guidelines about vulnerable groups and households have, understandably, affected staffing levels 

and pupil attendance in many schools and The Hall is no different in this respect. Given the 

paramount importance of safeguarding the wellbeing and health of the school community, usual 

operations are no longer possible in the short term.  

As you know, we have been putting our contingency plans into action and are able, with immediate 

effect, to offer remote and other forms of age-appropriate learning across the school.  A key part of 

this provision will be the ongoing communication between you, your son and the staff at the school.  

I will be providing regular updates over the next ten days as we move towards the Easter holidays as 

well as adding to the specific information that has been provided already by my colleagues.  

We would like to know of any parents who are Key Workers or who are unable to arrange any 

alternative childcare. We would be able to run a small skeleton staff until the end of this week to 

accommodate the pupils of such parents, if there is demand. There will be a further email regarding 

this tomorrow. 

As you will expect I will also be in touch about the arrangements for the start of the new term, 

where we will continue to be guided by on-going government advice.   

As a staff we have been hugely appreciative of the support you have given so far in facing these 

challenges.  In this context I hope you understand the need for us to take this action. 

Best wishes 

 

Chris Godwin 

 

 


